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Agreement aids team approach to health care
President Thomas J. Haas said signing an
agreement with Michigan State University
that wi ll help enhance health care in the area
"delivers on a promise to the people of West
Michigan."
Haas and MSU President Lou Anna Simon
signed an agreement to collaborate on future
research and academic projects.
The signing on January 23 in the Cook-De Vos
Center for Health Sciences caps numerous partnership agreements MSU has with area institutions that agreed to support the move of its
College of Human Medicine to Grand Rapids.
Simon said the team approach to health care
- nurses, physical therapists and physician
assistants working with doctors - is what " will
make a difference in the quality of health care."

Provost Gayle R. Davis said one of
the many benefits to come from this
partnership includes graduating highly
qualified health professionals to enter
an ever-expanding field . In the last six
years, more than 1 million new jobs
have been created in the health care
field, she added.
She then gave examples of how the
partnership would work, including
having medical, nursing and other
health professions students take
classes together.
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President Thomas J. Haas and MSU President Lou Anna
Simon pass each other papers at the signing of a collaborative agreement between the two institutions.

The other stakeholders that have
pledged resources and expertise to
support moving the MSU College of
Human Medicine to Grand Rapids are
Grand Action, Spectrum Health Systems, St.

Mary's Health Care, The Right Place Inc. , and
Van Andel Research Institute.

···-------------------------Across Campus
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Athletic director Tim Se/go addresses the
audience at a memorial service for Todd
Jager in the Fieldhouse Arena.

Campus remembers
athletic trainer
Hundreds shared memories of athletic trainer
Todd Jager during a memorial service January
23 in the Fieldhouse Arena.
Jager, who joined Grand Valley 's staff in 1998,
died January 18 after battling a brain tumor
for more than one year. He was 41. Todd and
Lorie Jager, who is an adj unct professor of
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communications at Grand Valley, have two
sons, Jacob and Calvin.

ship, and helping create a climate in which
such changes can grow.

A memorial fund has been established; the
Todd Jager Multipurpose Memorial Fund will
benefit projects that were close to his heart.
People who want to make a donation can do
so at any Fifth Third Bank branch; by mail to
Fifth Third Bank-West, attn: Karmen Bush,
233 Washington Ave., Grand Haven, MI
49417 ; or by requesting an envelope from the
Athletic Department.

The nomination and selection process is confidential. The deadline for nominations is
February 23; send them to the WGS office in
Lake Ontario Hall, room 229. Nominations
must include a letter, curriculum vitae and
other relevant information . Other information
is available online at www.gvs u.edu/wgs.

Nominations sought for
Barbara Jordan award
The Woman and Gender Studies program is
seeking nominations for the Barbara Jordan
Award, which is presented annually to a Grand
Valley community member who has been
a long-time advocate of women, women's
issues, and the WGS program.
Nominees will be judged on several qualifications, incl uding making a lasting contribution
in the areas of women's learning and scholar-

The award will be presented at the ann ual
Women's Commission Awards Ceremony,
March 20.

Kolbe honored with
Silver Circle Award
Veteran television broadcaster and producer
Ken Kolbe has been inducted into the Silver
Circle by the National Academy of Arts and
Sciences. Kolbe, assistant general manager
for operations for WGVU, will be honored for
his 30 years of service and leadership in the

continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

MCC student award nominations sought

television broadcasting community at a ceremony in
Birmingham, February 25.

Nominees are being sought for the Michigan Campus Compact's
Outstanding Student Service Awards.

"On a profess ional level, this is very gratifying to
receive such an award from my peers," said Kolbe.
"On a personal level, it's even more gratifying
because I was nominated and supported by my coworkers. That's the cool part."

Student nominees will be considered for four awards: Outstanding
Community Impact, Commitment to Service, Heart and Soul Award, and
Michigan Humanitarian Award. Award information and criteria are available online at www.micampuscompact.org.

Kolbe joined WGVU as news and public affairs
Ken Kolbe
manager in 1995, after 15 years with WZZM-TV
Channel 13 in Grand Rapids. In 1997, he took over the duties of news and
program manager of WGVU radio and was then promoted to operations
manager for both TV and radio. In 1999, Kolbe was named assistant general manager for operations.
Kolbe earned a bachelor 's degree from Central Michigan University and
a master 's degree from Grand Valley. He has won Emmy awards for three
documentaries: "David Plowden: Light, Shadow and Form"; "Surviving
Auschwitz: Children of the Shoah"; and "Defying Hitler."

Visit to TOP students

To submit a nomination, send the student's name and contact information
to Valerie L. Holmes at holmesv @gvsu.edu .

Jim Harrison papers
available for research
Grand Valley 's Special Collections and University Arch ives announced
that the Jim Harrison papers are avai lable to researchers.
Thanks to a grant from Meijer Foundation, GVSU acquired the papers of
Michigan writer Jim Harrison in 2005. Harrison's poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and children's literature have been published since the early 1960s.
His critically acclaimed trilogy, Legends of the Fall, reinvigorated the
novella form in America.

Courtesy photo

President
Thomas
J. Haas stands with
Telephone Outreach
Program (TOP) students in the Alumni
House. Haas paid a
surprise visit January
10 to thank students
who contact alumni
and parents, asking
for support of the
Grand Valley Fund.

The collection contains extensive correspondence to Harrison from
friends, fami ly, fans, and fellow writers including Dan Gerber, artist and
writer Russell Chatham, French gourmand Geyrard Oberley, and chef
Mario Batali. A guide to the papers is avai lable at www.gvsu.edu/forms/
library/HarrisonRHC- l 6Final.pdf.
The winter issue of Grand Valley Magazine, which will be published in
late February, includes a story about Harrison and the collection.

Across Campus continues on page 4
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GVFaces
Joe Verschaeve
visiting assistant professor
of sociology

to be a good move, because
he 's most proud of being an
effective teacher.

He isn 't your average Joe. Joe Verschaeve's career
began as a forensics psychologist in a maximumsecurity prison where most of his patients were
violent offenders. After 10 years of dealing with
the harsh realities of prison life, he realized an even
greater need to study the sociology of prisons.

"When I think of students, I
think of people that have the
potential to astonish me,"
he said. "When I look out at
the sea of faces, I continually look for that next great
scholar."

forum @gvsu.edu . Telephone: 616-331-222 1.
Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
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"There is nothing more disturbing than to see people
locked up," Verschaeve said. "I wanted to take a bigger bite out of the behavioral sciences. "
Verschaeve shifted his focus from psychology to
sociology in the mid-' 90s and in 1999 joined the
faculty at Central Michigan University. In 2001, he
joined Grand Valley's faculty.
Verschaeve is editor of the Michigan Sociological
Review. He was also selected to serve on a research
design team for the Workforce Innovation in
Regional Economic Development (WIRED) program, a collaborative effort funded through the U.S.
Department of Labor to develop innovative projects
in West Michigan.
He said his transition to the classroom has proven

Joe Verschaeve

He admits that he likely
learns more from his students than they do from him.
"I get hundreds of papers every semester that are all
well researched and they inform me at the professional level," he said. "It's a great circle."
Away from work, Verschaeve is quite handy with a
tool belt. If you have a couple minutes, he ' ll proudly
whip out a picture of the chestnut stained gazebo he
built last summer. He is also a licensed pilot and he
enjoys skiing, kayaking and fishing .
"Flying is a metaphor for life," he said. "You always
have to know who you are, where you're at, and
where you want to go."
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What's Ahead
Workshop targets
parents of children
with special needs
Cheryl Kaletka, College of Education faculty
member, will facilitate a brown bag lunch that
centers on assisting parents of children with
special needs.
The workshop is scheduled from noon-1 p.m.
on Tuesday, January 30, in Lake Ontario
Hall, room 167. It is sponsored by Work Life
Connections and the Children's Center. Kaletka
will detail resources and information available
to parents with special needs children .
Participants are encouraged to bring their
lunches. Register for the workshop online at
www.gvsu .edu/worklife and click on Training/
Workshops , then "Live and Learn Brown Bag
Series." Questions can be directed to xl8011.

Aging series
focuses on hormones
At the first of three "Aging with Attitude"
workshops, a nursing professor will discuss
hormone replacement options that are available
to women.
Gayla Jewell will talk about prescription
and natural hormone replacement therapy on
Wednesday, January 31, from noon-1 p.m. in
the University Club room of the De Vos Center.
The workshop is sponsored by Work Life
Connections and the Women 's Center. Register
for the workshop online at www.gvsu .edu/
worklife and click on Training/Workshops, then
"Live and Learn Brown Bag Series."
The other two sessions in the series will be
February 22, "Aging with Attitude," and March
15, "Keep Fit, Keep Moving. "

Asian New Year party
begins week of celebration
Vivid colors, samples of ethnic foods , music
and traditional dances will highlight the Asian

New Year Festival at Grand Valley and kick off
events for the Asian Pacific American Heritage
Celebration.
The festival , including a performance of the
dragon dance, is scheduled for Thursday,
February 8, from 6-9 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center,
Grand River Room on the Allendale Campus.
Representatives from China, Vietnam, Cambodia
and the Philippines will talk about their traditions
and how they celebrate the New Year.
Other Asian Pacific American Heritage
Celebration events follow. All events are free
and open to the public; for more information ,
call the Office of Multicultural Affairs x 12177.
Ethnic Settlements in U.S. Counties
Friday, February 9: 3-4 p.m., Kirkhof Center,
room 204
Gang Xu, assistant professor of geography and
planning, will present on his study of the growing presence of Asian ethnic groups in the United
States and their effect on the country's cultural
landscape, demographics, labor market, technological innovations and global connections.
Asian Adoptee Journey
Monday, February 12: 6-7:30 p.m., Kirkhof
Center, rooms 215/216
Take a journey with Carissa Woodwyk, an Asian
adoptee, and see how the dynamics of being
a person of color and an adoptee affect one's
identity. Specific issues regarding parenting and
healthy adoptee identity will be highlighted and
personal stories encouraged.
Diversity Theatre - Inside the Model
Minority
Tuesday, February 13: noon-1:30 p.m.,
Cook-DeWitt Center
Hosted by Kennedy Management Resources Inc.
The dreams of religious freedom, economic prosperity, and opportunity have historically driven
immigrants to the United States. Audience members will laugh and cry when they meet these
Asians and they share their experiences in their
pursuit of the American Dream.
Asian Success Stories: We the People
Thursday, February 15: noon-1 p.m.,
Kirkhof Center, rooms 215/216
Three Asian community leaders will share

their journey of ingenuity, perseverance and
achievement. Panelists are Bing Goei, owner of
Eastern Floral, chairman of the board of Grand
Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce; Susan Im,
attorney and Gov. Jennifer Granholm 's appointee to the Asian American Council; and Alice
Kennedy, president of Kennedy Management
Resources Inc.

President's Ball set for
DeVos Place
The 21st annual President's Ball will be hosted
by Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas
and Student Senate President Frank Foster on
February 9. The theme of this year's event is
"An Evening in
Espana."
The ball will be
at De Vos Place in
downtown Grand
Rapids. The
night will begin
at 5:30 p.m. with
a cocktail hour,
the dinner and
recognition ceremony will start
at 6:30 p.m. , and
the dance portion
of the evening
wi ll commence
at 9.
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The GVSU community will
dance the night away at the
President's Ball February 9.

Kenneth Fridsma,
director of Financial Aid, will receive this year 's
Distinguished Individual of the Year Award. The
2007 Student Award for Faculty Excellence will
also be distributed along with the first President's
Appreciation Award. Both recipients will be kept
a surprise until the beginning of the program.
Tickets are available for purchase at the 20/20
Information Desk and the Student Services
Office both on the Allendale and Pew campuses.
Tickets including the dinner and dance will be
sold in advance for $20 each. Students attending
the dance only will need to purchase a ticket for
$5 in advance or at the door.

'Pirates of Penzance' updated in GVSU Opera Theatre production
Take an opera from 1879, add a daring stage
director with an inventive idea to place it in
the 1960s and watch college students flock to
perform it on stage.
That is the scenario
for Grand Valley's
Opera Theatre production of "The
Pirates of Penzance."
Performances run
February 2-4 and
February 9-11. Showtimes are 7:30 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays
in the Louis Armstrong Theatre in the
Performing Arts Center. Tickets are $12 general public; $10 alumni, faculty, staff, and special populations; $6 all students. Call x 13484
or visit www.gvsu.edu/music.

Hailed as one of Gilbert and Sullivan's best
operas, this tale of tender-hearted orphan
pirates is a comic masterpiece where hypocrisy and literal-minded devotion
to duty are artfully skewered in
comic twists of plot with energetic
and beautiful music, performed by
the GVSU Symphony Orchestra
under the direction of Brian Asher
Alhadeff.
"My philosophy for these productions is to link students to the professional
world of opera by bringing in the pros to
work with them ," said Artistic Director Dale
Schriemer. "The fact that they love to come
back year after year to work with our students
is a testament to the quality of the program."

Case in point is the stage director, Isabel
Milenski, who is doing "Pirates" as her third
production at GVSU. Her directing experience includes numerous productions for the
Long Beach Opera, the Getty Museum in Los
Angeles, Cincinnati Conservatory of Music
and San Francisco Opera Center.
Mark Markham, pianist and vocal coach,
is another professional brought to share his
expertise with the student cast. He has performed in more than 25 countries, primarily
as pianist for famed American opera si nger
Jessye Norman. The pair also did a special
performance when President Jimmy Carter
received the Noble Peace Prize in 2002. His
time at Grand Valley is spent as vocal coach
for the student cast.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC.
Call xl2204 for more information.

Tues., Jan. 30

2 p.m.: Mandela-Parks Lecture Series. "Race +
Gender= ?" by Denise Isom, Calvin College.
215/216 KC. Call xl8110 for more information.

11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Academic Majors Fair. Grand
River/Pere Marquette rooms, KC. Call
x13780 for more information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag
Lunch. "A Special Kind of Love: Parenting
Children with Special Needs." 167 LOH. Call
xl801 l for more information.

Thurs., Feb. 1

Wed., Jan. 31

10 a.m.: Work Life Connections Workshop.
Planning for Laker Admission Now. 215/216
KC. Call xl8011 for more information.

8:15 a.m.: Black History Month Lecture.
"Whatever Happened to the Civil Rights
Movement?" by Mary Frances Berry.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl2177
for more information. Continental breakfast
begins at 7:30 a.m.
Noon: Brown Bag Lunch. Hormone therapies
and options. University Club, DEV. Call
xl2748 for more information.

Penzance." LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more
information.

Sat., Feb. 3
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre Production. "Pirates of
Penzance." LAT, PAC.

Sun., Feb. 4
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club.
Room varies. Call 361 -5227 ext. 31 for room
information.

2 p.m.: Opera Theatre Production. "Pirates of
Penzance."LAT, PAC.

Sports

4 p.m. : Work Life Connections Workshop.
Planning for Laker Admission Now. 215/216
KC. Call xl8011 for more information.

Thurs., Feb. 1

Fri., Feb. 2

8 p.m.: Men's basketball hosts Lake Superior
State University.

6 p.m.: Women's basketball hosts Lake Superior
State University.

7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre Production. "Pirates of

-----------------------------•••---------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches

In the News
Roger Moiles, adjunct instructor of political
science, was interviewed by WOOD-AM about
Barack Obama's presidential candidacy and for
reaction to the State of the Union address .

Sketches
Movement Science faculty members John
Kilbourne and Elizabeth Kilbourne have been
awarded a grant from the Canadian Consulate
Detroit to support their Arctic Journey curriculum and performance project with Grand Rapids
Public Schools.

George Klay Kieh Jr. , professor of political

science and African/ African American studies,
wrote an article, "The Human Development
Crisis in Liberia," published in the Journal of
Sustainable Development in Africa.

George McBane, associate professor of chemistry, co-wrote an article, "Exploring Renner-Teller
Induced Quenching in the Reaction H + NH(a),"
published in the Journal of Chemical Physics.

Business Research Conference in Miami.

Tim Penning, assistant professor of communications , wrote an article, "What's the
Buzz? Embrace Sustainability, Enhance Public
Relations," published in PR Tactics .

Mary de Young, professor of sociology, wrote an
article, "Two Decades After McMartin," published
in the Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare.

Paul Fishback, professor of mathematics, and
an alumnus co-wrote an article, "Orthogonal
Polynomials and Regression-based Symmetric
Derivatives," which will be published in the Real
Analysis Exchange. The article was based on
their 2004 Summer Student Scholars project.

Dennis Stovall, instructor of accounting and taxation , gave a presentation, "A Transatlantic Affair:
The Business Relationship of Ireland and the
United States," at the Economics & International

Nancy Mack, professor of mathematics, wrote
an article, "Gaining Insights into Children's
Geometric Knowledge," published in Teaching
Children Mathematics.

-----------------------------•••---------------------------Across Campus

Boese, Villarreal advance

at MI-SBTDC
Starting February 1, Nancy Boese will transition
from her role as the Michigan Small Business
Technology Development Center Region 7
regional director to assume the newly created
position of business tools specialist, serving all
12 SBTDC regions throughout the state.
Current SBTDC business consultant Dante
Villarreal will assume Boese 's former role overseeing services in Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon
counties.

As business tools specialist, Boese will serve
in a business development capacity, enhancing
the SBTDC network's engagement with existing companies. "Nancy has nearly a decade of
experience in the SBTDC network, both at the
regional and statewide level. She will play a
major role in advancing the organ ization in her
new position ," said MI-SBTDC State Director
Carol Lopucki. Boese has served as regional
director since 1998.

Villarreal received the United States Small
Business Administration Minority Business
Advocate of the Year Award, in addition to the
Seidman School of Business Distinguished
Service Award. He is actively involved in the
local and international Hispanic communities,
working with the Secretary of the Economy of
Mexico, serving as a board member on the West
Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and
the Mexican Heritage Association.

Villarreal 's new responsibilities will include
development and implementation of a regionwide strategic business assistance program.

Grand Valley houses the state headquarters for
MI-SBTDC. The Seidman College of Business
oversees the 12-region network.

